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Introduction 


The Academic Library as Scholarly Publisher Bibliography includes over 125 selected English-language articles, 
books, and technical reports that are useful in understanding the digital scholarly publishing activities of academic 
libraries since the late 1980's, especially their open access book and journal publishing activities. The bibliography 
covers the following subtopics: pioneering academic library publishing projects in the 1980's and 1990's, early 
digital journals and serials published by librarians (as distinct from libraries), library-based scholarly publishing 
since the Budapest Open Access Initiative, technical publishing infrastructure, and library and university press 
mergers/partnerships and other relevant works. 


Here is the Library Publishing Coalition's definition of library publishing: 


The LPC defines library publishing as the set of activities led by college and university libraries to support 
the creation, dissemination, and curation of scholarly, creative, and/or educational works. 


Generally, library publishing requires a production process, presents original work not previously made 
available, and applies a level of certification to the content published, whether through peer review or 
extension of the institutional brand. 


Based on core library values, and building on the traditional skills of librarians, it is distinguished from 
other publishing fields by a preference for Open Access dissemination as well as a willingness to embrace 
informal and experimental forms of scholarly communication and to challenge the status quo. 


Starting in the late 1980's, university libraries were among the first publishers of digital scholarly journals on the 
Internet. With the approval and support of Robin N. Downes, the Director of the University of Houston Libraries, 
The Public-Access Computer Systems Review, an open access journal, was launched in August 1989, with the 
first issue being published in January 1990. In November 1990, the Virginia Tech University Libraries published the 
first issue of the Journal of the International Academy of Hospitality Research. In the Library Publishing Directory 
2018, the Virginia Tech University Libraries is listed as publishing five "Campus-based student-driven journals" and 
six "Journals produced under contract/MOU for external groups." The Stanford University Libraries established 
HighWire Press in 1995, publishing The Journal of Biological Chemistry as its first journal. As of March 2015, 
HighWire Press had published over 2.4 million open access articles out of a total of 7.6 million articles. Again with 
Downes' approval, the University of Houston Libraries began publishing the Scholarly Electronic Publishing 
Bibliography, an open access book, in October 1996. This digital book was updated 64 times between 1996 and 
2006. 


Digital journal publishing projects that involved university libraries working in partnership arrangements in the 
1990's included Project Euclid (Cornell University Library and Duke University Press), the BioOne Project (the 
University of Kansas, the Big 12 Plus Libraries Consortium, and other partners), and Project Muse (Johns Hopkins 
University Press and the Milton S. Eisenhower Library). 


Early digital journals and serials published by librarians included the Arachnet Electronic Journal on Virtual 
Culture, Ariadne, Current Cites, D-LIB Magazine, Information Research, Issues in Science and Technology 
Librarianship, The Katharine Sharp Review, L/BRES (early volumes), MC Journal: The Journal of Academic Media 
Librarianship, and Public-Access Computer Systems News. (See the Directory of Electronic Journals, Newsletters 
and Academic Discussion Lists, 6th edition for further information on this topic.) 


In the 1990's, University libraries also acted as important digital journal publishing testing grounds for major 
academic publishers in ventures such as the CORE Project, the Red Sage Project, the SuperJournal Project, and 
the TULIP Project. (See section 3.3 Electronic Serials: Electronic Distribution of Printed Journals of the Scholarly 
Electronic Publishing Bibliography for further information on this topic.) 


In the last 16 years, there has been a growing movement by academic and other libraries to directly publish books, 
journals, and other works. This resurgent activity has been fueled by the open access movement, which is typically 
viewed as starting with the 2002 Budapest Open Access Initiative. Academic libraries built organizational and 
technical infrastructure to support this movement, often using open source software that was created in order to 
advance it. An increasing commitment to the OA movement sparked important cultural changes in libraries, which 
resulted in the proliferation of institutional repositories, scholarly communication units, and research data support 
units supported by them. 


Open source software from the Public Knowledge Project, such as Open Journal Systems, is frequently used in 
library-based publishing programs; however, a variety of software tools, are also employed. Promising new open 
source publishing programs, such as Fulcrum, Hypothesis, Janeway, Manifold, PubPub, PubSweet, Scalar, and 
Vega, are emerging; but are not well represented in the types of works covered by this bibliography. 


University presses are in a period of change and restructuring. Increasingly, they are being put under the 
administrative control of university libraries. Furthermore, entirely new all-digital open access university presses 
are being established, often under the direction of or in partnership with university libraries. 


Coverage 


The Academic Library as Scholarly Publisher Bibliography primarily covers published articles and books about the 
digital scholarly publishing activities of academic libraries since the late 1980's, especially their open access 
publishing activities. Its focus is on the publication of digital scholarly books and journals. Some included works 
may treat a broader scope of academic library digital publishing activities. Readers interested in detailed coverage 
of data publication issues may find the author's Research Data Curation Bibliography helpful. 


With a few historical exceptions, this bibliography does not include digital media works (such as MP3 files), 
editorials, e-mail messages, interviews, letters to the editor, presentation slides or transcripts, unpublished e- 
prints, or weblog postings. Coverage of conference papers and technical reports is very selective. Commercial 
software and other specialized software used by university presses are not covered by this bibliography. 


Most sources have been published from January 2002 through July 2018; however, a limited number of earlier key 
sources are also included. The bibliography has links to included works. Such links, even to publisher versions 
and versions in disciplinary archives and institutional repositories, are subject to change. URLs may alter without 
warning (or automatic forwarding) or they may disappear altogether. Where possible, this bibliography uses Digital 
Object Identifier System (DOI) URLs. 


Abstracts are included in this bibliography if a work is under a Creative Commons Attribution License (BY and 
national/international variations), a Creative Commons public domain dedication (CCO), or a Creative Commons 
Public Domain Mark and this is clearly indicated in the work (see the "Note on the Inclusion of Abstracts" below for 
more details). 


When two URLs are present in a reference, the first one is for the work at the publisher's site and the second one 
is for a self-archived version of the work. 


Dedication 

In memory of Paul Evan Peters (1947-1996), founding Executive Director of the Coalition for Networked 
Information, whose visionary leadership at the dawn of the Internet era fostered the development of scholarly 
electronic publishing. 
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Once and Future Publishing Library, Ann Okerson and Alex Holzman remind readers that library publishing has a 
venerable history. Indeed, many of the oldest North American university presses like those at Johns Hopkins, 
North Carolina, and Toronto were set up by librarians or based in the university library system.[2] Since 2013 we 
have been working on a project at Concordia University in Montreal to establish a university press that will be 
based in our library and that will publish peer-reviewed monographs in the humanities, social sciences, and fine 
arts. Digital editions will be available open access under a creative commons licence, while print books will be 
simultaneously published where and when appropriate and available for purchase by individual readers and 
libraries. Authors will be published irrespective of their institutional affiliation. This paper is a brief description of our 
project that includes an overview of our processes and planning, lessons learned, and next steps in the short and 
long terms. 
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Many academic libraries are looking at new ways to add value when they deliver services to faculty, and one 
potential area where the library can provide new services is in partnering with academic staff to support the 
dissemination of faculty research. Librarians have traditionally helped faculty researchers at the beginning of the 
research cycle, with the discovery and delivery of information sources. However, they are now playing a role at the 
end of the research cycle, providing services that support scholarly publishing. This paper examines library 
participation in faculty-led publishing ventures. In particular, it explores the value that smaller research libraries can 
provide to faculty editors through journal hosting, which will be analysed through an examination of the successful 
migration of the Australian Journal of Teacher Education, a faculty-administered journal at Edith Cowan University 
in Perth, Western Australia, to the University's institutional repository. This transition provided library staff 
members at Edith Cowan University opportunities to develop new knowledge and skills in journal publishing, while 
meeting the journal's need for a better way to manage a growing influx of article submissions. The resultant 
faculty-library partnership enabled more effective management of the journal and has contributed to its growing 
success. The evaluative framework developed to enable assessment of the success of this journal's transition can 
help other libraries demonstrate the success of their own journal hosting ventures. 
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Africa is trapped in two paradoxical situations. The first is that the production of research is dependent on access 
to research— African researchers have been hamstrung by limited access to relevant and authentic scholarly 
literature to support the growth in their research output. It has been mooted that the saviour is improved access to 
open content. This gives rise to the second paradox—open access removes the financial barriers to the end user. 
In this new paradigm, the cash-cow for publishers is now the author via the payment of article processing charges 
(APCs). However, African researchers, in the main, cannot afford these exorbitant APCs, limiting their capacity to 
publish excellent research in leading international journals that have an OA publishing option. 


Hence, it is incumbent on research intensive institutions on the African continent to take the lead in sharing 
scholarly output to engender and nurture a culture of research at those African institutions that are overwhelmed 
by low research output. To support the dissemination of trusted and relevant scholarly content, African libraries 
need to provide proactive ‘library as publisher’ services. These services must be delivered for non-profit purposes 
and must be underpinned by ‘philanthropic-social justice’ principles. 


Some South African academic institutions, via their libraries, have stepped-up to the plate to make scholarly freely 
content accessible to both users and authors via suite of diamond open access services. The library as a publisher 
must gain traction quickly as a mainstream service provided by the higher education libraries in South Africa. 


This paper will examine the new trend of library as a publisher from a developing world perspective. The benefits 
for the provision of ‘library as publisher’ service is colossal for development in the global South. 
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Books Right Here Right Now is a strategic project to radically change core text provision at the University of 
Manchester. In order to investigate new models for electronic textbook delivery, the project team are running a 
series of e-textbook pilots, providing textbooks directly to our students via the virtual learning environment. 


This paper focuses on how usage data and the views of our students and academic staff are underpinning the 
project in terms of acquisition models, negotiations with publishers and providing a new product to our students. 
Having detailed the project findings, the article concludes with the authors’ thoughts on the changing environment 
of the e-textbook market and the various issues within the existing models of e-textbook provision, giving 
recommendations as to how academic libraries and publishers can help to shape a sustainable model for the UK. 
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There is no reliable formula for starting or sustaining a scholarly journal. This essay encourages readers to 
develop and address sustainable editorial and publication processes, addressing five key elements that increase 
the likelihood that a journal can be successfully sustained over time. 


Adding one's voice to the slow, measured conversation that is professional literature is one of the key functions of 
academic life. Disseminating advances in knowledge and understanding has traditionally been a function of 
academic institutions and professional organizations. For five hundred years that conversation has involved 
printed matter, first in the form of books and then scholarly journals. Within a handful of years from 1450 the 
number of printers and publishers in operation skyrocketed from one press to over two hundred. Many presses 
were associated formally or informally with universities, creating an explosion in the availability and expectations of 
scholarship, inquiry, and creativity from which we are still feeling the repercussions five centuries later. Printing 
became thereafter a commercial enterprise requiring heavy investments in equipment, supplies, and expertise. 
During the industrial age universities exploited the widespread availability of printing to begin publications targeted 
at small and focused readerships in particular fields. Only in the past two centuries has peer review added rigor to 
the process of scholarly communication. By the mid-twentieth century, the rise of commercial publishers began to 
aggregate the publication functions, taking over journals from universities and professional societies. One result 
has been a continuous spiral of journal subscription costs. The digital revolution once again puts the capacity for a 
"printing press" within the reach of academic institutions and levels the field for scholarship. What we have lost in 
the intervening years is familiarity with the decisions and procedures of publication within the academic support 
structure, and within libraries specifically. 


This essay illustrates decisions and opportunities which need definition when establishing and disseminating a 
viable scholarly journal. Each concern and issue should be considered and resolved; each decision will lead to 
other decisions as academic institutions once again transcend being merely warehouses for knowledge and 
become again disseminators of it. The comments here are drawn from lessons learned over several years working 
in the publishing industry and as an author myself. It is not a how-to guide, nor does it guarantee success. The 
observations are prompts intended to help librarians as would-be publishers think carefully. The goal for this article 
is not to encourage library publishing per se, but rather to help readers understand the moving parts involved in 
establishing a flexible, resilient process that can sustain a publication in the long term and independent of the 
personalities driving its creation. | presume that libraries will be required to start small and bootstrap their journals 
into existence, for the sort of investment capital start-up common to the tech and software industries is typically 
lacking in academia. | also presume that institutions will craft a scholarly journal rather than a trade journal or non- 
specialist magazine. Comments are grouped into five broad sections or processes for convenience. Key points are 
rendered in italics for convenience and clarity within paragraphs. 
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INTRODUCTION Libraries have a mission to educate users about copyright, and library publishing staff are often 
involved in that work. This article investigates a concrete point of intersection between the two areas—copyright 
statements on library-published journals. METHODS Journals published by members of the Library Publishing 
Coalition were examined for open access status, type and placement of copyright information, copyright 
ownership, and open licensing. RESULTS Journals in the sample were overwhelmingly (93%) open access. 80% 
presented copyright information of some kind, but only 30% of those included it at both the journal and the article 
level. Open licensing was present in 38% of the journals, and the most common ownership scenario was the 
author retaining copyright while granting a nonexclusive license to the journal or publisher. 9% of the sample 
journals included two or more conflicting rights statements. DISCUSSION 76% of the journals did not consistently 
provide accurate, easily-accessible rights information, and numerous problems were found with the use of open 
licensing, including conflicting licenses, incomplete licenses, and licenses not appearing at the article level. 
CONCLUSION Recommendations include presenting full copyright and licensing information at both the journal 
and the article level, careful use of open licenses, and publicly-available author agreements. 
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In this paper we explore how the development of The University of Huddersfield Press, a publisher of open access 
scholarly journals and monographs, has enabled the sharing of research with a wider online audience. We situate 
the development of the Press within a wider research environment and growing community of New University 
Presses (NUPs) where there is an increasing demand for demonstrating research impact, which drives the need 
for improved analysis and reporting of impact data, a task that often falls within the remit of library and academic 
support services. We detail the benefits of the University Press Manager role in terms of ensuring professional 
service that delivers consistency and sustainability. We go on to outline the experiences of engaging with different 
online spaces and detail the extensive support for student authors. We argue that in order for the Press to support 
building a strong and engaged scholarly community and provide new spaces for emerging research, continued 
investment in both platform development and infrastructure is required. 
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There is a significant and important responsibility as libraries move into the role of publishing to retain our heritage 
of "access for all." Connecting and collaborating with colleagues in the publishing industry is essential, but should 
come with the understanding that the library as an organization is access-prone. This article discusses the 
complexities of navigating that relationship, and calls for libraries and publishers to embrace and respect the 
position from which we begin. Finally, the article forecasts several possible characteristics of what "publishing" 
might look like if libraries press the principle of access in this growing area. 
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publishing platform, libraries can bring conference proceedings, technical reports, niche journals, white papers and 
other hard-to-source materials into the mainstream. The opportunities of such an approach for scholars, libraries 
and university presses open to collaboration are considered. Several directions for future expansion of this activity, 
such as the publication of student scholarship and the development of more formal products linked to gray 
literature, are suggested. 
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This article describes the novel open source tools for open data publication in open access journal workflows. This 
comprises a plugin for Open Journal Systems that supports a data submission, citation, review, and publication 
workflow; and an extension to the Dataverse system that provides a standard deposit API. We describe the 
function and design of these tools, provide examples of their use, and summarize their initial reception. We 
conclude by discussing future plans and potential impact. 
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A growing number of funding agencies and international scholarly organizations are requesting that research data 
be made more openly available to help validate and advance scientific research. Thus, this is an opportune 
moment for research data repositories to partner with journal editors and publishers in order to simplify and 
improve data curation and publishing practices. One practical example of this type of cooperation is currently 
being facilitated by a two year (2012-2014) one million dollar Sloan Foundation grant, integrating two well- 
established open source systems: the Public Knowledge Project's (PKP) Open Journal Systems (OJS), developed 
by Stanford University and Simon Fraser University; and Harvard University's Dataverse Network web application, 
developed by the Institute for Quantitative Social Science (lIQSS). To help make this interoperability possible, an 
OJS Dataverse plugin and Data Deposit API are being developed, which together will allow authors to submit their 
articles and datasets through an existing journal management interface, while the underlying data are seamlessly 
deposited into a research data repository, such as the Harvard Dataverse. This practice paper will provide an 
overview of the project, and a brief exploration of some of the specific challenges to and advantages of this 
integration. 
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Bearing these considerations in mind, the Centre for Technology and Publishing at Birkbeck, University of London 
embarked upon building a journal submission and hosting platform, Janeway, learning from our experiences of 
running the Open Library of Humanities (OLH). We knew Open Journal Systems (OJS) well at this time, but were 
not big fans of PHP, the language in which it is written. We also were aware of the work being done by Coko (the 
Collaborative Knowledge Foundation) in Node.js. What we really craved, though, was a scholarly communications 


platform written in Python/Django. This was not just a language preference but was also linked to issues around 
hiring and simplicity, as mentioned above. Python was the most popular programming language in 2017, which 
would mean that a platform in this language would be comprehensible to a wide range of programmers.1 So, we 
chose to write in Python using the Django framework, since this is a well-known, stable, and secure framework for 
the development of web applications. The platform's ongoing development is funded by a combination of revenue 
streams: from the OLH, which has begun using the platform as part of a mixed economy of suppliers, and from 
hosting services that we are providing to others. 
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until the editorial staff proposed an online, open access format a year later. The benefits to migrating to open 
access included: significantly lower costs; a green platform; instant availability of content; a greater level of access 
to users with disabilities; and a higher level of visibility of the journal and the association. The editorial staff chose 
Drupal, including the E-journal module, and while Drupal is notorious for its steep learning curve—which 
exacerbated delays to content that had been created before the publishing hiatus—the fourth electronic issue was 
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New university presses and scholarly publishing in the library are increasingly playing an important role in the shift 
of scholarly communications. The US-based Library Publishing Coalition defines these new library-led presses as 
a "set of activities led by college and university libraries to support the creation, dissemination, and curation of 
scholarly, creative, and/or educational works." (Skinner et al., 2014; Library Publishing Coalition, 2013). They 
typically embrace open access, digital first, new business models, enable universities to meet strategic goals 
including outreach and impact, and facilitate researchers in publishing research outputs. 
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This article outlines the rise and development of New University Presses and Academic-Led Presses in the UK or 
publishing for the UK market. Based on the Jisc research project, Changing publishing ecologies: a landscape 
study of new university presses and academic-led publishing, commonalities between these two types of presses 
are identified to better assess their future needs and requirements. Based on this analysis, the article argues for 
the development of a publishing toolkit, for further research into the creation of a typology of presses and 
publishing initiatives, and for support with community building to help these initiatives grow and develop further, 
whilst promoting a more diverse publishing ecology. 
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The emergence of networked digital methods of scholarly dissemination has transformed the role of the academic 
library in the context of the research life cycle. It now plays an important role in the dissemination of research 
outputs (e.g. through repository management and gold open access publication processing) as well as more 
traditional acquisition and collection management. The University of Manchester Library and Manchester 
University Press have developed a strategic relationship to consider how they can work in partnership to support 
new approaches to scholarly publishing. They have delivered two projects to understand researcher and student 
needs and to develop tools and services to meet these needs. This work has found that the creation of new journal 
titles is costly and provides significant resourcing challenges and that support for student journals in particular is 
mixed amongst senior academic administrators. Research has suggested that there is more value to the 
University in the provision of training in scholarly publishing than in the creation of new in-house journal titles. 
Where such titles are created, careful consideration of sustainable business models is vital. 
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At the University of Ottawa, Canada, the UO Press and the UO Library have developed a strategic partnership to 
publish and disseminate selected new monographs as gold open access (OA). Starting in 2013, the Library 
agreed to fund three books at C$10,000 per book (a total of C$30,000 per year) in order to remove barriers to 
accessing scholarship and to align with scholarly communication goals of the University. In 2015 this agreement 
was renewed for another three years and the funding was increased to cover four books (a total of C$40,000 per 
year). Ten titles have so far been published under this model. The data reveals that there have been 12,629 
downloads as well as 16,584 page views of these titles, as of September 2015. There have been over 4,700 
copies (print and EPUB) sold in spite of the free availability of the PDF version. This program has been very 
successful in terms of increasing the visibility and impact of the Press's publications; in providing unrestricted 
access to new scholarly research; and also in providing a significant source of revenue for the Press. The goals, 
process and outcomes are described in the context of the UO Press and the UO Library. 
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BACKGROUND At one-hundred twenty-two articles published, the open access journal Tremor and Other 
Hyperkinetic Movements (Tremor) is growing its readership and expanding its influence among patients, clinicians, 
researchers, and the general public interested in issues of non-Parkinsonian tremor disorders. Among the 
characteristics that set the journal apart from similar publications, Tremor is published in partnership with the 
library-based publications program at Columbia University's Center for Digital Research and Scholarship (CDRS). 
DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM The production of Tremor in conjunction with its editor, a researching faculty 
member, clinician, and epidemiologist at the Columbia University Medical Center, has pioneered several new 
workflows at CDRS: article-charge processing, coordination of vendor services, integration into PubMed Central, 
administration of publication scholarships granted through a patient-advocacy organization, and open source 
platform development among them. Open access publishing ventures in libraries often strive for lean operations by 
attempting to capitalize on the scholarly impact available through the use of templated and turnkey publication 
systems. For CDRS, production on Tremor has provided opportunity to build operational capacity for more 
involved publication needs. The following report introduces a framework and account of the costs of producing 
such a publication as a guide to library and other non-traditional publishing operations interested in gauging the 
necessary investments. Following a review of the literature published to date on the costs of open access 
publishing and of the practice of journal publishing in academic libraries, the authors present a brief history of 
Tremor and a tabulation of the costs and expenditure of effort by library staff in production. NEXT STEPS Although 
producing Tremor has been more expensive than other partner publications in the center's portfolio, the 
experiences have improved the library's capacity for addressing more challenging projects, and developments for 
Tremor have already begun to be applied to other journals. 
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BACKGROUND The University of Arizona Press moved under the University of Arizona Library both physically 
and administratively a few years ago, echoing a trend amongst university presses: 20 AAUP members now are 
under the administration of university libraries. To understand the new evolving relationships in scholarly 
communication, a review of university press and library collaborations was undertaken by the University of Arizona 
Press and the University of Arizona Library through the Association of Research Libraries Career Enhancement 
Program (ARL CEP). LITERATURE REVIEW There has been much written throughout the years on both the 
acrimonious and collaborative relationships between university presses and academic libraries. Much of the 
literature includes either editorials or case studies, with one or two major reviews of scholarly communications and 
the state of publishing. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT During the course of nine weeks, the ARL CEP Fellow 
reviewed existing literature, interviewed staff at the University of Arizona Press and Library, and conducted 27 
informal interviews with library deans, press directors, and scholarly communications leaders. The interviews 
addressed the partnership history, structure, motivations, goals and needs, administrative support and budget 
decisions, key stakeholders, and thoughts on the future of their relationships as well as scholarly communications. 
Then University of Arizona Library and Press staff were interviewed regarding their perceptions of their roles and 
each other's roles. NEXT STEPS This research report includes findings from the literature review and interviews 
as well as specific recommendations for the University of Arizona that will be implemented to improve and build 
relationships going forward. 
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INTRODUCTION This article describes a joint open textbook publishing initiative begun in 2013 between Oregon 
State University (OSU) Libraries and Press and the Open Educational Resources and Emerging Technologies unit 
of Oregon State University's Extended Campus. DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM This initiative combines the Open 
Access values and project management resources of OSU Libraries, the book production (peer review, editing, 
design, marketing) expertise of OSU Press, and the technological development skills of the Open Educational 
Resources and Emerging Technologies unit. Authored by OSU faculty and focused across some of the 
University's signature areas, the initiative seeks to establish a sustainable model for research libraries and 
university presses to collaborate with each other and other partners to publish open textbooks that will benefit 
students on both economic and educational levels. The article analyzes how open textbooks fit within the 
emerging library publishing movement, examines the implementation of the OSU open textbook publishing 
initiative, and conveys some lessons learned for other libraries to consider as they entertain the possibility of 
similar collaborations. NEXT STEPS A description of next steps includes tracking course adoptions of the 
textbooks as well as establishing sustainable digital publishing platforms and business models. 
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This report, prepared for SPARC Europe, sketches the landscape of university-based not-for-profit publishing in 
Europe with a primary focus on open access publishing of journals. It provides a view of the different types of 
initiatives in terms of their size, operational and business models, technologies used, stakeholder involvement, 
concentration of scientific fields, growth, as well as regional characteristics and recommendations for SPARC 
Europe and DOAJ. 


The report attests to a rich and continuously evolving ecology of open access publishing initiatives in universities 
in Europe and elsewhere. Beyond the commercial publishing models, it appears that university libraries are largely 
the foci of intense activity in journal publishing and books (primarily where a university press exists), while national 
governments are moving towards building national collections, national portals and services paid for by public 
funds to make research published within the country more relevant and accessible internationally. This ecology is 
primarily populated by small publishers who are largely invisible, and much smaller numbers of large and medium- 
sized university-based activities. At the same time, a growing number of innovative initiatives in the University and 
outside, mostly initiated by scholars and University Presses, eager to experiment in developing a fair and 
sustainable scholarly communications system, attests to a vibrant and swiftly-evolving landscape. 


Fragmentation permeates this landscape, especially at the level of medium and small-sized initiatives, which 
suggests that services may not be as effective as required by the research community, and that more 
coordination, collaboration and systematization is necessary between such initiatives. Further, information on them 
is especially hard to discover, particularly in Europe, and they are mostly discovered on a case-by-case basis. 
Precisely this fragmentation and lack of systematization and information prevents the drawing of safe conclusions 
on some of the issues researched in this report, such as for example measuring the output of initiatives, i.e. the 
numbers of open access journals run by such initiatives and the numbers of open access articles, a significant part 
of which do not appear in main registries, such as DOAJ or DOAB. More concrete conclusions, however, can be 
drawn in other areas: the first is that such initiatives largely concern journal publishing and are mostly led by 
research libraries, who have thoroughly embraced the concept of open access and, at least in the United States, 
are gradually and confidently assuming the role of publishers. Presses are often involved, especially where the 
open access publication of books is concerned. Organizations of national scope are involved in such cases where 
initiatives are conceived of as having a national impact/mission and one of measuring and/or promoting quality of 
national scientific publications. Second, there appears to be more publishing in the SSH by means of the university 
and public/national infrastructures (e.g. national portals) than there is in the STEM disciplines. Finally, these 
initiatives are nearly exclusively financed through government/national grants or institutional subsidies and as part 
of the mission of the universities or libraries, that is paid for through their existing budget. Some of them already 
demonstrate long-term commitment on behalf of the funding institutions, which support their mission. In general, 
however, few possess concrete business models and solid financial planning, an area with urgent need of 
improvement. An exception to this are new initiatives within and outside of Academia with a specific focus to 
explore sustainable funding models for open access. 


In terms of the services provided, most university publishing with respect to journals covers technological 
infrastructure provision (in Europe largely the open sources software OJS, in the USA Digital Commons repository 
software powered by BePress and the open source DSpace repository software), training and support, advice on 
how to start a journal and copyright advice, retro-digitization, indexing, and occasionally provision of DOls, 
dissemination, help with graphic design of online publication. Library-led initiatives are largely not involved in the 
editorial process, which is left to the journal editors, and for the greatest part do not provide production services. In 
other words, they do not provide two types of services that a traditional publisher does, unless there is a University 
Press involved. The apparent fragmentation and invisibility of small-scale efforts also indicates that there is more 
to be done with respect to promotion and marketing of the publications, as well as of the services offered. The 
work done by libraries in publishing best aligns with their role as a university gateway to knowledge, that is 
providing access to scientific information, and aligned to the educational mission of the university, and less to that 
of a publisher, in particular in Europe. A more dynamic publishing environment is felt where University Presses are 


involved and collaborations with libraries are forged. The press, further, lends ‘legitimacy’ to library publishing 
activities and to its aspiring role as a publisher. 


Information regarding the organization of university publishing (especially with respect to library-based activities) is 
not widely and systematically available in Europe. Some countries display rigorous activity among universities, 
with most universities having their open access publishing initiative set in the library (e.g. Latin American 
countries, Spain, Italy), and others less so, but there is usually at least a handful of centers of expertise in each 
country. In some countries (Latin America, France, Canada, Spain) universities have the benefit of services set up 
by the state to promote their local publishing activities and serve the needs of Universities and scholars. 
Nonetheless, nearly all of the systematic flow of information on such initiatives derives from work carried out by 
American university libraries and related organizations that have since long articulated the need for more 
systematization and collaboration in view of improving and scaling up the work, as well as raising its impact and 
significance with the research community. There is ample room for improvement in this area in Europe, which will 
help capitalize on achievements, strengthen university publishing as part of the mission and responsibility of the 
university, as well as dispense with the general impression that such efforts, at the university or national level, are 
‘not professional enough’ and pertain to publications of lower quality than those of commercial publishers. 


Encouragingly, there is concurrently intense experimentation and innovation taking place, with respect to open 
access journals, as well as to monographs, in particular in the Humanities. New scholar-led publishing companies 
emerge, with transparent procedures and business models that provide services to universities and researchers 
(Open Library of the Humanities, Ubiquity Press, Open Book Publishers, the Collabra and Luminos services by the 
University of California Press, among others). New collaborations between libraries and existing university 
Presses lead to a revival of University Presses, in Europe as well, and/or to the establishment of new open access 
University Presses (e.g. UCL Press, Stockholm 5 University Press). It is optimistic that most new ventures 
launched in the last couple of years, especially the private scholar-led ones, are launched with the necessity for a 
fair and transparent scholarly communications ecosystem and one that is financially sustainable. 
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This article presents an overview ofa Strategic partnership undertaken by the Canadian Research Knowledge 
Network (CRKN) and the Erudit Consortium (Erudit) to support the move towards open access for Canadian 
francophone scholarly journals. 


CRKN and Erudit have had a relationship through a traditional commercial subscription model since 2008. In 
2014, the two organizations recognized the need for a new relationship that would address two major challenges: 
the fragility of the Canadian not-for-profit scholarly publishing environment and the increasing pressure from 
libraries and funding agencies for scholarly journals to move towards open access. Erudit and CRKN have worked 
collaboratively to create an innovative partnership, which provides a framework for a new relationship between 
publishers and libraries, and helps to provide financial support to Canadian publishers during the transition to a 
fully open access model. 


This paper presents the perspectives of the two organizations involved in the partnership by outlining the common 
goals, objectives, and strategy, as well as the differing needs and perspectives of libraries and publishers. It 
summarizes the key aspects of the partnership as well as the challenges faced. Through this case study, the 
authors demonstrate how university libraries can play an active role in working with journals to support open 
access to research. 
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